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The class of 72 was beckoned to the heart of Greenwich village in August of 1269 filled with pride af
having been accepted to one of the maost prestigious nursing schocls with a reputation fer turning out
the fines! nurses: and fllled with trepidation about living up 1o those high standards, We quickly became
alphabetical friends as cur roommales and nelghbor's last names started with adjacen| lefters, The
tumulluous é0s challenged cultural norms and gave voice to the younger generalion with the advice
"don’! trust anyone over 30." The 70s gave birth 16 several mevements including civil, women's and
qay's rights, It was against this backdrop that cur coming of age emerged but, It wes the values of S,
Vincant's that truly shaped us into the individuals we are today.

Elizabeth Kubler Ross, the renowned scholar on death ond dying noted thal "Pecpie are like slained
glass windows. They glisten and sparkle when the sun i shining, But you can enly see them in the
darkness when there is an inner light."

The class of 72's inner light continues to shine vrighlly across o span of 50 years daspite the darkest of
times, inciuding the fall of the trade towers, the clesing of the school of nursing, and the neartbreaking
loss of the hospital. We witnessed in sadness as the heartoeal of Greenwich village went still. That inner
light was sparked from the moment we entered the front doors of the dorm, Our nig sisters welcomed
us with a warmth and friendliness that quided us on our journey in those eorly days. This morning's
sermon reminded me that they were rich in kindness, the hollmark of all $1. Vincent's nurses

Legendary nursing instruciors, litlle known by the outside larger world, were herolc figures with exemplary
vaiues tha! nourished us through the arducus yeors in fraining and beyond, Graduation wasn't the
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end of our 51, Vincent's days bul rather the birth of a journey o
moke a difference in the world, The valuess imbued in us became
foundational lo us as nurses, spouses, parents, grandgarents,
friends, and lovers, Being a St Vincent's nurse franscended fhe
boundaries of o career,

There are three values impartad in our first six weeks that have |
have never forgotten, They have been a suslaining force in my
life. Ms. Dibble told us that we are responsible for our actions,
She said that no one could ever make you do something wrong.
It would only happen if you gave our permission, We can't hide
behind a doctor's order to deny our responsibility. Ms. Finnerty
told us thal every action we take has a ralionale and that if we &
don't understand the rationale, we have no business performing |
that action. Il was the foundation for guiding physicians when AN : s
thay were making mistakes empowering us to rely on our own s SIS ® |
Knowlsdge and judgement, .., we owed thal to our patients. On  SEERAIIEIA " | ‘
two occasions | steod my ground In the foce of hurricane gole
force cbuse from physicians who were enraged that | had the
audacily to chollengs them. Each physician tried unsuccesstully
o convince me thal my only job was to follow their orders, But with
Miss Finnerty's and Dibble's wisdom schoing in my hearl, two fatal
errors were averted. Another SVH grad told me that she s dumping
her doclor as she is $o done with nol gelting the care she deserves,
it struck me that empowerment and couroge are hallimaorks of all
St Vincenlt's nurses,
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This morning's sermon spoke abou! prayerful encounters nurses
have with patients, which is akin o whal Ms, Dibble expressed al
our capping ceremony on April 5, 1970, She spoke of the symboiic
significance of nursing as entering sacred space. Il (s charocterized
by comforting, understanding, meaning, dignity, suffering, somow
and sharad jay. For five decades the class of '72 followed In the
tootsteps of those who went before us, sharing that sacred space
with the lives we louched: fulfilling the pramise of the cap we
accepted on thal long ago soring doy.

Someone once told me that becoming a nuse is akin 1o baptism, It
may not be outwardly visible, but it willlast a lifetime. | read a quate
ameng the congratulatory letters posted in the reception area that
said entering nursing is like joining the Maofia, Once you're in, you
cannever leave.... you know too much. Being a St. Vincent's nurse
is even more of a profound gift. So, we gather before you today,
carrying the impnmatur of 31, Vincent's with the winds of lime a!
our backs, the song of §t Vincent's coursing through our souls, the
memaries of fulfilled dreams worminig our hearts, and the promise
of unfulfiled dreams dancing in our heads, For the class of 72 s still
looking forward as we recegnize that somelimes the iost innings

are the most exciting. And yes, our inner light is still burning brightly.

Patience, Fortitude, Perseverance
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THE 92 ANNUAL ALUMNAE

LUNCHEON RECAP
By Marllyn Lynaugh Strafer, '80 Chairperson

OnNovember | 1th, 2022, the SVH School of Nursing
Alumnae Asscclation hosted its annual luncheon
celebration ot the Manhattan Penthouse in
Greenwich Village tolliowing @ Mass ot St. Francis
Xavier, RC Church, Qur Mass was once again
live streamed via the SVH YouTube Channel for
those members unable to come into Manhattan
that day. Under the careful guidance of Susan
Faggiani ‘48, the begutiful Mass left us all feeling
a strong sense of fellowship with memaories of our
days os students at SVH.

The Manhaitan Penthouse staff agein did not
disappoeint, and | received many compliments
from our guests on the food, almesghers, and
service. | especiolly heard high preises for our
signature drink of Cosmopolitans, which were
mixed to perfection. The bartender gave me
his recipe if anycene is interesled! The Penthouse
catering monagers hove personally told me
thal our annual affair is o stoft favorite as they
appreciate what Saint Vincent's Hospital &
Medical Center meant to the Vilage community
and they also eagerly anticipaie waltching (and
dancing to} our video presentations.

| want to share my heartfelt thanks to this year's
luncheon committes: Marie Brady. '6&; Palricia
Costello, '66; Susan Faggiant, '68; Hamet McGraal,
'69; Mary Muehleck, '71 and lhe steadfast
guidance of our clumnae president, Jocanne
Billott, '77. Cangralulations goes to Geraldine
Abbatialio, ‘72 and Audray Sigrocki Barnett, ‘72 as
co-chairs of the Goiden Anniversary Commities.

So, on a business nete... This year we had far less
attendees than anticipated. | don't know what
the main contribuling factor was exactly, but |
strongly suspect the curent crime wave in NYC
was a driving force as well as an uplick in COVID.
We had 139 guests register and |21 attend.
There were 18 canceliations/no shows, This was
disappointing with approximately 75 -100 pecple
less than the last couple of years. The Boaord
will review the current guidelines for altendees
lo meet the conlracted minimum number of
guarantead guests and adjusl as prudent,

Previcus contfracts with The Manhattan Penthouse
had g minimum guaraniee of 175 guests at a
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rate of 3110 per person, but this yaar we had 10
renegotiate the rate two weeks before the event
due to low voluma and were Iincreased 1o $130
per parson. The AA had to absorb the additional
cost of $2.780, but it could have been much worse,
Te offset the additional expense, The Penthouse
added 2 botlles of wine as well as a fruit platter
to each table as a gesture of geod will, With the
ather expensas associated with the luncheoen
(Mass fees, photographer, audic lechnician,
gratuities| the Board has added $10/per person
to cover these costs, but we still need to subsidize
expenditures with dues., Therefare, we give
preference to actlive members of the Alumnas
Asscciation. If this trend continuas, we may need
to discuss slightly increasing the luncheon fee.

Another paositive tokeaway was the noise level
during the speeches and video presentation was
low and everyone could hear the speckers. So,
our efforfs to curp the chatter was successtul and
| thank everyone for their patience. The Golden
Anniversary preseniation by Beth Duthie, '72 was
poignant with a very moving video presentation
of studant nurse life in the Nurses Residence and
hospital. |t was paired with @ grea! selection of
songs from the late 60's and early 70's.

Let's all save the date tor the 93rd Annual Alumnae
Luncheon for Salurday, 11/11/23. Mass will once
aaain be plonned for Saint Francis Xavier and
cocklail lunch ai The Manhattan Penthouse. Your
comments and suggestions are always welcome
and can be senl to me al marilynstrafer@gmail.
com,

ATTENTION ALUMNI

DUES

[ am writing to inform any members who have nol
paid their dues since 2020 or 2021 will be dropped
from our mailing list, The Board decidead to aliow
lenience during COVID bul now it Is time ta gel
back to nermal. Al presen! there are 63 people
from 2020 and 197 from 2021 who hove not paid
since that year and are still on the mailing list.
There 3 people who have contacted me aboul
special circumstances and they will remain on the
lis). All others members who have not paid since
2020 or 2021 will be dropped from the mailing list if
their dues are not paid early this year 2023, Thank
vou for your cooperation in this matter,

Paot Costeilo, Sec/Treas.

Patience, Fortitude, Perseverance
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ST. PATRICK'S DAY PARADE

Once cgoin It's that time of the year, March
17th will be here before you know I, This year
i, Patrick's Day falls on a Thursday, We need all
Alums to come cut and show your support for our
school, our beloved hospital & for curselves, Iis
baen a hard couple of years but we are on the
other side of the Pandemic . We need 1o be thers
tor those who can't.

Detail as to time and place will follow by maill & on
the websita,

A note about dress code, If you want o wear your
cap you need to wear your uniform, Otherwise no
cop with casual dress, Also, the SI. Patrick's day
commitiee does not allow inappropnate attire,

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Welcome Dede Fitzpatrick Gingeras '70 & Elien
Lovelle Conont '70 as our new neminating
committee , They will be the pcint people for
thase of you who wan! to get invelved with the
Alumni Association, We need you to keeo going
and with Zoom meelings it's easy.

Dede can be reoched at dgingeras@mac.com
Elen can be reached at emconant@yohoo.com

ST.VINCENT’S HOSPITAL
SCHOOL OF NURSING
ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NOMINEES

PRESIDENT

Marilyn Lynaugh Straferis running for President of the
Alumnae Asscciation after serving on the Board
of Directors since 2017. She starled as o gerneral
Board member, and served os the Vice Prasidenl
from 2019 through 2021, She has also served
as Chair and Co-Chair of the annual Luncheon
Committee. Marilyn has been instrumental in
creating and manoging the SVH Zoom account,
starfed during the COVID pandemic, initially to
facililete Board meelings, and now expanded fo
Include periedic general alumnae meetings,

A graduate of the Class of 19280, Marilyn Is stiil
actively practicing nusing and holds an ANCC
cerfification in Pgin Management. She has
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expertise in critical care, coronary careg, cardiac
catheterization, electrophysiology, and raciolcay
nursing.

Marilyn comes from a family of 8 chiidren and has
2 sisters who aikso attended SVH, Theresa Lynaugh
Murphy '85 and Joan Lynough Aberie '92. She is
married 1o Robert Strafer [FONY) and they have 2
daughters and 1 son, who followed his fother into
the FDNY, and é grandchildren,

As president. Marilyn hepes e connect with the
younger generation of §VH graduates to garner
interest in the Alumnae Association, It is hergoal to
keep the Alumnae Association slrong and oclive
for many years to come throuah sharing the legacy
of Patientia, Fortitudo and Ef Perseverantio.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Harriet McGreal

| graduated SVH in 1949 and received my BS
from Calawell University, My SVH coreer began
in the Seton Building with both medicine and
surgery experence, My other SVH experiences
include Assistant Director of Quality Assurance
and Clinical Director of Nursing in the OPD, | was
a Senior Systems Anclyst for Computer Sciences
Corporation; Administrator of the Developmental
Disabllities Clinic ot Terence Cardinal Cooke
Health Care Cenler, Direclor of Audil and
Appeals a! The Braoklyn Hospital Cenler, and
Vice President of Resicent Services ot Vista on
Fifth Assisted Living Focility. I'm o member of the
Professional Agvisory Committee ot Litlle Sisters of
the Assumption Fomily Health Services and on the
Board of Conlinuity Home Health Care.

Barbara Woods

My name is Barbore Woods, class of 1972, | spent
most of my Nursing caresr, from graduation until
we closed in 2010 at §t Vincent's, Manhattan. |
neld various positions: Staff RN (1972-81): Smuth
3 Ortho/Rehab then the Bum Unit, From 198]
until 2010 | was in managemen! positions, first as
Evening Supervisar until 1989: then as Manager
of Speliman 8 Oncology. later Coleman 7 West
Ortho, and then odditionally Smith 6 Rehab.
Along the way | oblcined my BS in Nursing and
fhen MS in Nursing Administration,  After SVH
cicsed | obtainad a pasition as Infection Control
Coordinator at $t Barnabas Haspital [(Bronx) from
2010 until | ratired in 2017, | olways loved being
close to the bedside and hopefully helping staff

and Charity
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and students to learn and give excellen! nursing
care.

This post Nov, we celebrated our 50Ih Anniversary

and | helped in locating many classmates, |t was
wonderful falking to classmates | hadn'l spoken 1o
in 50 years. and | hepe 1o keep up with my "new,
old frizncis.”

| retired in 2017 ond maved o Myrile Beach SC
inlate 2021. However, | am still back in NY for the
summers, so | continue to have the besi of both
woridas,

Audrey Sierocki Barnett-Class of '72-

After graduation | worked on St Lawrence East
whers under the drecticn of Cathy McDonald
| learned “"how to be a NURSE"l Upon returning
home to Connecticut, | worked at the Hospital
of St Rapheel In the ER for over ¥ years leaving
only 1o take o posifion as the onsite Occupational
Heaith Nurse & loter Sr. Administrator for a local
Surgical Device Manufacturing company (which
is now part of Medtronic), | coordinaled the
development, for the 2 CT locations. an onsite
Health Services Center which provided care &
managemen! of work-related injuries. provision of
emergency care and preventalive ond wellness
progrems for al limeas over 4,000 employeses!! |
retired 6 years age and have stayed active daing
per diem and volunteared during the Fandemic
to administer Covid vaccinations through my
Town's Health Departmant,

| am heppily married since 1920 1o my husbana
Tom, a nafive New Yorker, and we enjoy golf and
trovellucky to have visited Jopon belore the
Pandemic! | value and have kep! my membership
active with the Alumni Association which has
ollowed me to fesl closer lo my fellow SVH Mursas,
Most recantly | had the pleasure to coordingte
with @ group of Classmates cur 50th Annivarsary
Reunlon program and we rocked 1t

Mary Jane Blaney

Upen greduation from St Vincent'sHospital Scheol
ol Nursing | worked as @ urglogy and orfhopedic
nurse as well as became o Introvencus Nurse for
many years at St, Vincent's Hespital and Medical
Ceanter, Cver lhe years | was o Senior Healthcare
executive with proven leadership experience
in all arecs of health care monagement
operations, ccquisitions. business development,

Patience, Fortitude, Perseverance

turnarounds and perfarmance improvements.
Experise in licensed and certified acuteflong-
term care focilities: durable medical eguipment;
respiratary care services, home infusion sarvices:
and laborglory service organizations. Member
of several New York State DSRIP Committees as
a PPS Provider member with top Hospital DSRIP
applicants. New York Stale approved consultant
for Skilled Nursing Facllity, Directed plans of
correction and a New York State approved Acting
Skiled Nursing Focllity Administrator. Excellent
presenler, callotorotor, and innovalor, | was
also made a pariner after a month for a group
of 13 nursing homes far |6 years uniil the senior
owner suddenly passed away and the company
was sold, | have had multiple National positions
Qs a Registerad Nurse and have been a speaker
al National Heolth Care Organizations such as
NYS Health Facilities Associalion and American
College of Health Care Adminisirators Association,

| received my BSN from Molloy College. Rockville
el
Centre.

CLASS NOTES

Class of 1941:
lean Cgruana has moved to Pompano Baach,
Florida, She can be reachad af joancrn@me.com.

Class of 1968:

it was an old timers reunion this past January at
Paul & Jimmy's on 18th street, NYC, Godfrey and
Angela Burns & Al and Kalhleen Hartman mel up
with Susan Faggiani & Maureen McEhinnsy for a
offernoon lilled with grect food and even better
stories,
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ATTENTION - Class of 1973:

It may be hard to believe, bul 2023 is IThe 50th
anniversary of our graduation from SVH School of
Nursing!

As many of you know, the anniversary classes are
celebrated at the annual Alumnae Association
luncheon in Novembe!, The date this year will
be November 11, 2023, 50 plecse pul thot! on
your calendars. A groug of Class of 1973 alumni
is beginning to-organize and plan tor our reunion,
wa're hoping it will te cur bigges! lumout yet,
we'd like 1o know who thinks that they are likely
to attend [ne need te make a firm commitment
at this lime) and if you'd be inlerested in helping
In some way.

Some things to think about.... Classmates you
can contact about coming to the luncheon,
|otting down memories, popular songs of those
vaars, anecdotes and stories of yeur time al SVH,
gathering photes fo send to the commitiee (buf
please do net send ariginals, make copies. lobel
and send lhose 1o the commitieg). Whether
you think you may attend the luncheon of
not, please send us your most recent contact
information, That way, we can keep you informed
of our celebration plans, in between Issues of the
newsletter, where the lotest information will be
shared, In order for you to continue to receive the
riewsietter, please remember to mail your annual
dues 1o Pal Costelio.

If you are interested in helping with the arganizing
or Just wan! more information. please contact
either Cnris Caligan - emcolls11@gmall.com

or Mary Carmedy - mcarmody3@mac.com

ot Sue McDeroy - hamptonbabe2é@ychoo.com

Il you want fo mail physicalitems [phalos ei¢) and
nol scend them digitally, email me (Chris) and | will
send you a maling address.

Looking forward to heoring from many of you in
the coming weeks,

Class of 1994
Deboroh Phelan has moved 10 Pompano Beach,
Florida. She can be reached al dipd15@aol.com.

Faith, Hope and Charity

CLASS NOTES:
Please keep in touch with us by sending

us your class year and email address to
SVHalum@gmail.com. Alum freguently
reques| information abou! their
classmales, sarticularly to recennec! for
raunions.

WEBSITE:

Please visit the site for review of Class
Notes, Photo Gaollery, SVH Shop, and
rmore.

stvincentsschoolofnursingalums.org

TRANSCRIPTS:

Save for future referencel!

Please nole that 2lfactive immediataly,
requests for transcripts and education
verification must be submitted in writing
and require 0 $20 processing fee. Mail
requeslts to;

Transcripls
Sisters of Charity of New York
46301 Riverdale Avenue

Bronx, New York 104711092

Please Include the following infermation:
Full Name at the time ¢l graduation
Year of Graduation
A processing fee of $20 made poyable ta

Sisters of Charily of New York

Allow up 1o two weeks for the receipt of
information

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Joon Coruana '461 Editor Emeritus
Bernadette Fleming Hemmer, '68
Maureen Garrett McElhinney, 'é8
SVHalum@gmail. com
Change of Addrass, Correspondence
and Annual Dues of 550.00

Forwara 1o Mrs. Patricia Coslello
28 Cowdriay Street
Warwick, Naw York 10220
B45-544-2675
peosieliosvh@gmail.com
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ETERNAL REST
GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD

Gertrude Flanagan Bykoe '46
Eller Viscount Aloi '52
Virginia Cranddall Mamora '55
Maureen Diehl Jordan '65
Anne Wennetholm Flood '65
Virginia "Ginny" Sesclian Zinnc '68
Colleen Brown '72
Nancy Daly '72
Patricia Ferranto Gaddis '72
Barbara Foster McClellan '72
Christine Gerard McKenna '72
Jean Hemingway '72
Debra Kouloun Fitzpatrick '72
Elizatzeth McParland Bonetii '72
Susan Sayre '72
Mary Ellen Tully '72
Barbara Winsey '72
Joan Buesing Federow '78
Michelle Stevens '88

Thomas Duniop, brather of Judith Dunlop '60
Jane M, Padgett, sister of Helen Fay '64
James Richardson, husband of Kathryn Murphy Richardson '66
Joseph Wheatiey MD | hustzand of Arine Foody Wheatley '69
Constance Colligan , mother of Christine Colligan '73
Kieran P, O'Keefe, husband of Cloudia Beck '78

Patience, Fortitude, Perseverance
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